'IRAQ
land policy rather than to maintain its own partisans. What-
ever plan for winning over the shaikhs had existed, it was soon
abandoned by the Young Turks who, desiring to stamp out all
other power than their own, sought to establish direct relations
between the Government and tribesmen. Great shaikhs were
struck down wherever possible, as was Sacdun Pasha in June,
1911, when he was treacherously captured and imprisoned in
Aleppo where he died suddenly. The authorities went de-
liberately "out of their way to break the power of the individual
shaikhs by multiplying their number everywhere to a be-
wildering degree. Anarchy reigned and nothing could be done
to prevent it, owing to the lack of a strong hand in each tribe'.1
The struggle between the Government and the tribes in the
lower Euphrates valley had been further complicated by the
disruption of the prevailing feudal system, through the unskilful
application to the Muntafiq country of Midhat Pasha's other-
wise sound policy of land-settlement.2 The whole of the arable
land, although occupied and cultivated for many years by the
tribes and therefore claimed as their own by prescriptive right,
was parcelled out between the Turkish crown and the Sa'duns,
lapu title deeds being issued to the new landlords.3 The degra-
dation in status of the tribesmen to tenants, much as the Irish
cultivators had been reduced on their own tribal lands by the
English adventurers of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
together with the necessity of paying both rent to the newly
created Sa'dun landlords — who formerly had exercised only
a form of lordship over the Muntafiq and had held none of the
land as private property4 — and revenue to the Government in
the form of shares of their crops, stirred tribal feeling to revolt
1	Admin Report, Suq esh~Shuyukh, in P.O Reports, 1916-1917.
2	Nasir Pasha, the great Sa'dun and founder of Nasiriya is credited with
introducmg the t&pu system into the Muntafiq, whereby the Sa'duns became
great landlords.   Note on the Sa'dun Problem (confidential) by the Revenue
Commissioner, 1916; Admin. Report of the Muntafiq Division, 1919 (Baghdad,
1920), pp. 1-2.
3	Note on the Sa'dun Problem; Admin. Report, Muntafiq, 1919, p. 2.
4	Ibid., also Revenue Rep., 1919, p. 24.
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